STATE OF VERMONT
HUVAN SERVI CES BOARD

In re ) Fair Hearing No. 17,779
g

)

Appeal of )

| NTRODUCTI ON

The petitioner appeals a decision of the Departnent of
Prevention, Assistance, Transition, and Health Access (PATH)
termnating her eligibility for Vernont Health Access Program
(VHAP) benefits. The issue is whether the petitioner's incone

exceeds the program maxi num

FI NDI NGS OF FACT

1. The petitioner does not dispute that presently she
is a single person with i ncone of about $1,500 from enpl oynent
that she began in April 2002. She has been receiving VHAP but
based on her inconme the Departnent notified her that as of My
31, 2002 she would no | onger be eligible.

2. The petitioner does not dispute any of the figures
used by the Departnent. She needs nedi cal coverage because
she has a nedical condition that requires potentially costly

care.
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ORDER

The decision of the Departnent is affirned.

REASONS

Under the VHAP regul ations, all earned inconme is included
as countable inconme for eligibility. WA M 4001.81(b) and
(c). For enployees the only deduction allowed is a $90
standard deduction. Unfortunately for individuals in the
petitioner's position, there are no deductions for nedical
expenses in the VHAP program (al t hough the Board has often
noted what it considers to be the glaring unfairness of this
feature).

There is no dispute that since April 2002 the petitioner
has had countabl e incone in excess of the maxi mum for
eligibility under the VHAP programfor a single individual of
$1,114 a nonth. P-2420 B (16). Once the petitioner has
i ncome above this anmount, she cannot be found eligible for
that program WA M 4001.83 and 4001.84. As the
Department’s decision is in accord with its regulation, the
Board is bound to uphold the decision. 3 V.S A 3091(d), Fair
Hearing Rule 17.

Al though this was not explored at the hearing, despite

her inconme the petitioner may well be eligible for other, nore
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limted, VHAP progranms such as VScript that could hel p pay for
any prescription nmedication she nust take. |f she has not
al ready done so she should i mredi ately apply for these
benefits.

At the hearing it was explained to the petitioner that if
her i nconme shoul d decrease she should pronptly reapply for

VHAP.



